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THE WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS GROUP

FACT SHEET: THE WORKFORCE COMPETITIVENESS TRUST FUND
What is the Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund?

The new Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund (WCTF) will support partnership projects that provide education and training for critical and emerging industry sectors. The fund, which the Legislature appropriated $11 million for as part of the 2006 Economic Stimulus Bill/Workforce Solutions Act, is specifically designed to support training programs that give workers skills that will qualify them for jobs that employers are seeking to fill and help them advance to self sufficiency.

Who can apply?

An Advisory Committee chaired by the Director of Workforce Development is currently meeting to make decisions about how the money will be divided among regions and what industries will be targeted.   This committee’s decisions will form the basis for the Request for Proposals developed by the Commonwealth Corporation, which will be released later this year.

How big are the grants and how will they be distributed?

The funding will be divided among regions, and applicants will compete for grants of up to $500,000 over three years.  $1 million must go to training for older workers and some funds are required to support training workers for the health care and travel and tourism industries.

Will there be planning grants?

The Advisory Committee has determined that there will be planning grants available to support the formation of partnerships to apply for implementation grants from the WCTF.

How can my organization apply?

The RFP is under development and the specifics of what will be required in applications are not yet certain.  However, The Workforce Solutions Group does have a few recommendations for groups interested in applying:

· Start building partnerships in your region. 

· Identify local employers, unions, community-based organizations, educational institutions and workforce investment boards with whom you could form a partnership and start talking.  

·  Identify critical industries in your region. 

· Think about whether a planning grant to facilitate forming a partnership would help.

What is the timeline for grant applications?

There is no fixed timeline, but the Department of Workforce Development is hoping to issue the RFP by early December 2006 with responses due in February 2007 and awards made in March 2007.
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