
 Massachusetts Workforce Association 
 Public Policy Committee Meeting Notes 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 
 
 
Notes -  
 
Introductions 

● Participants: Joe Peters, Karen Pelletier, Mary Sarris, Teri Anderson, Bob Bower, John Drinkwater, 
Vianelis Rodriguez, and Kathleen Weislein 

 
Career Center Briefing, updates/discussion 

● An update was provided on the career center briefing. The event will be hosted by Senators 
Comerford and Lovely and Representatives Vega and Ferrante. Secretary Acosta has also been 
invited to attend and speak. We will serve food and the event will start at either 10:30 or 11:00am 
depending on caucus (need to decide timing asap).  

● The goal would be to provide a brief workforce 101 (what is a career center); talk about career 
centers as a resource and what they can do for constituents; and to have a job seeker and an 
employer talk about their positive experience with a career center. 

● Committee members asked a few questions about the event/provided some thoughts: 
○ Some regions might want to have meetings with their delegations afterwards. Can we help 

get rooms or how would that work? 
○ Want to ensure we get legislators to weigh in on the budget line items. 
○ We should be sure to talk about the low unemployment rate and the need to help 

employers get the talent they need. 
● Next Steps: 

○ MWA to follow up with Comerford’s office on logistics and potential regional meetings. 
○ MWA to create an invite and talk to both councils about securing a job seeker and an 

employer for the event.  
○ MWA to create a draft detailed schedule of the event. 

 
Congresswoman Trahan Event 

● An update was provided and an invitation was extended to committee members to attend a 
workforce and education roundtable with Congresswoman Trahan in Lowell on January 21st, 1:30 
PM. 

● MWA would like to replicate these types of congressional rountables across the state in the future.  
 

FY21 Budget - Priority line items  
● The committee discussed the MWA priority line items and the proposed funding requests for FY21 

for - YouthWorks, WCTF, Connecting Activities, Advanced Manufacturing and Career Centers (there 
was a request that the career center line item not be listed last). 

● Teri then provided an overview of the career center line item strategy and what the career center 
council is proposing. 



○ Feedback from Senator Comerford was to first develop some legislative champions that are 
willing to not just support amendments but champion them in the budget process. Next, 
the Senator suggested that Teri/Patricia write a letter of concern to their delegation (Teri 
to draft for their region but happy to share with other regions to replicate). Finally, 
Comerford talked about basic standard principles of organizing and that in the budget 
process career centers should be asking for what they actually need - which is $10M - and 
negotiating from there. 

○ After Teri’s comments, Mary brought up the need to go back to 2016 and articulate the 
amount of federal dollars the system has lost over the past 5 years. That number alone 
could help demonstrate why such a huge increase in the Career Center line item is needed. 

● Next Steps: 
○ Teri to draft the Letter of Concern for her delegation and Tonja to share with other regions 

offering to assist and suggest they draft similar letters for their regions. 
○ Finalize career center amendment sponsors now (ones that will be real champions) so that 

we are prepared for the budget cycle. 
 

Collateral for FY21 Budget 
● The committee discussed the FY21 budget and what collateral MWA will provide for members. 

MWA is in the process of finalizing FY21 collateral and will get materials and information out to 
members by the end of January.  

● Tonja suggested that in addition to materials MWA provides, regions have regional specific 
information to enhance and personalize their collateral to showcase regional impact. She 
emphasized that Sen. Lesser and other legislators have said they find district specific testimonials 
from employers particularly helpful. 

 
Economic development bill 

● Tonja provided an update from a meeting she had with Senator Lesser, Dave Cruise, Abel Vargas, 
and Patricia Crosby. 

● One item that was discussed at the end of the meeting was the Senate economic development bill. 
Senator Lesser suggested MWA provide a wish list of possible policies we would like to see in an 
economic development bill - 

● Two suggestions so far from committee: (1) additional money for DOT to continue to pilots they are 
doing for workforce/transportation; and (2) clarify apprenticeship expansion and the role of the 
workforce system. 

● Next Steps: 
○ Tonja to follow up with the committee and the broader MWA membership (and our 

colleagues at WSG) about a wish list for an economic development bill. 
 
 
 

 


