
 

  Massachusetts Workforce Association 
 Public Policy Committee Meeting Notes 

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 
 
 
 
Introductions 

● Participants: Karen Pelletier, Joe Peters, Bob Bower, Ron Iacobucci, Kathleen Weislein, 
Patricia Crosby, Raija Vaisanen, Tonja Mettlach 

 
House Recovery Committee 

● Tonja updated the committee on the House’s Resilience and Recovery committee who was 
holding a hearing on Tuesday. The topic the committee was addressing was the 
Commonwealth’s economic recovery, and workforce training and development initiatives 
that can help displaced workers, reduce the unemployment rate, and spur economic 
growth. You can view the archived hearing here. While the hearing was ongoing during the 
meeting, Tonja shared what testimony was presented so far.  

● Through Ron, MWA was invited to submit written testimony and Tonja asked committee 
members for ideas on the testimony and for regions to submit additional information 
about what they are currently working on/seeing in their region and how additional funds 
for the workforce system could be helpful.  

○ Karen suggested that MWA include some of the information around disparities in 
economic distress that was presented by MassInc at the MWA Board meeting. 

○ Patricia suggested we remind the committee that we have the infrastructure in 
place with MassHire and that we don’t need to create new or duplicative systems. 

○ Ron shared that during the hearing it seemed that Majority Leader Mariano was 
focused on skill mapping between those out of work and the jobs available. 

● Next Steps: 
○ MWA, in coordination with Ron, will plan to submit testimony to the committee 

early next week.  
○ Tonja would like to include regional profiles with MWA’s testimony to give a better 

sense of what is happening in regions around the state as MA faces historically high 
unemployment and a need to provide virtual services to job seekers and employers. 

○ If you would like to submit something, and it can be very short, please send it to 
Tonja by Monday, July 27th. 

 
Economic Development Bill 

● Tonja shared an update on the process and substance of a possible 2020 economic 
development bill. The bill had a hearing on June 26th and was reported favorably from the 
Joint Committee on Economic Development and Emerging Technologies on July 15th. You 
can read MWA’s post on the legislation here. 

https://malegislature.gov/Events/SpecialEvents/Detail/359
https://www.massworkforce.com/joint-committee-advances-economic-development-bill/


 

● Tonja noted a few new potential training funds for local municipalities and urged members 
to learn more and talk to their local elected officials who would be the lead applicants on 
any potential funding from these sources.  

● Bob Bower shared with the committee what he is hearing and that the real focus right now 
is with the policing bills that both branches are trying to pass before the end of formal 
sessions on July31st. This could impact how many other issues get addressed and resolved 
by the end of sesion. There are big issues waiting to be addressed by both or one branch or 
another including: 

○ FY2021 budget - note Governor Baker just filed another one-month interim budget 
bill which will fund state government through August 31st. 

○ IT Bond bill - in conference 
○ Police reform bill - Senate has passed, currently being debated by the House 
○ Economic Development bill - currently in the House Ways and Means committee 
○ Transportation bill - heading to conference committee 
○ Healthcare bill - passed by Senate not House 
○ Climate resilience bill - passed by House not Senate 

● Next Steps: 
○ Tonja to follow up with EOHED about the recently announced Community Block 

Grant Funding and the municipal bond authority included in the Economic 
Development bill relating to workforce development. 

 
Federal Update 

● Tonja gave an update on activities in D.C. as it is expected that the Senate will finally 
release its proposed COVID relief bill sometime this week. This could be the last 
opportunity this year to get increased WIOA funding outside the budget process. 

● MWA will be connecting with our Congressional Reps./Senators asking that they support 
and advocate for workforce funding. We will also be engaging in a social media campaign 
and will share tips and tools with members so that you can tweet/engage as well. 

 
MWA Public Policy Agenda 

● Tonja shared MWA’s plan this fall to have a few virtual convenings in order to have a 
conversation with more voices as we look to craft a workforce public policy agenda. Part of 
this work should/could include conversations around an equitable recovery post COVID 
and presenting recommendations to the Administration and Legislature.  

● Committee members seemed in agreement with that idea and suggested we include a 
conversation around essential workers and how that term has been redefined during the 
pandemic. In addition, including a conversation around the lack of technology access for 
jobseekers and how COVID has exasperated these disparities.  

● Next Steps: 
○ Tonja and Raija to reach out to some partners and work on a plan to be executed 

this fall. Will follow up with the committee before the next meeting on a proposed 
process and plan for how to hold these virtual meetings. 

 
 


