
    Massachusetts Workforce Association 
       Public Policy Committee Meeting Notes 

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 
 
 
 
Introductions 

● Participants: Karen Pelletier, Ron Iacobucci, Patricia Crosby, John Drinkwater, Rebecca 
Bialecki, Raija Vaisanen, Tonja Mettlach 

 
State and Federal Policy Updates 

● Federal COVID relief bill and appropriations: Tonja provided an update from D.C. on the 
status of talks over another federal COVID relief bill and FY21 appropriations. While things 
are changing weekly, the closer we get to the November election the less likely there will 
be an agreement on a COVID relief package. This is troubling for the public workforce 
system as the first three federal COVID relief packages did not include any direct funds for 
workforce development at the local level. Therefore, the system continues to operate with 
cuts in funding all while unemployment rates are historically high. 

● Reimagine Workforce Grant: Tonja provided an update on the state’s application for the 
federal Reimagine Workforce Grant. Committee members were also provided with an 
abstract of the grant application. MWA staff to update the committee once the state is 
notified whether it was selected to receive the grant.  

● State bills in conference: Tonja provided an update on important legislation that remains 
under negotiation in the legislature including bills related to: (1) economic development; 
(2) climate change; (3) transportation; (4) health care; and (5) police reform. The economic 
development bill is the most directly relevant to MWA’s work and we did submit testimony 
in support of various parts of the House and Senate bills. MWA will keep the committee 
and membership updated as bills advance out of committee and to the floor to be passed 
by the full Legislature.  

● State budget: Tonja provided an update on the state budget for FY21 and the close out 
budget for FY20. Officials still expect a budget gap in FY21 but the revenue numbers for the 
first 2 months of FY21 were higher than expected. To date, the Legislature has passed an 
interim budget through October 31st. However, this budget only has a top line number and 
makes it difficult for members to know what particular line items will be funded at. We do 
expect budget updates in the coming weeks.  

○ Patricia commented that the budget collateral that MWA’s provides is really helpful 
and asked for updated collateral that can be shared locally. 

○ The committee also talked about federal CARES Act funding and how some states 
have used this funding for the workforce system, including funds for job training. 
Ron shared that he is talking to his mayor and local legislators to try to get more 
information about what if any CARES funding is available. Tonja to follow up with 



EOLWD to get an update but asked committee members to share any updates they 
might have. John shared that he knows at the municipal level many of the CARES 
funds are reimbursable, so some areas might not yet know how much they are 
going to spend/need (school districts in particular). 

● Next Steps/Updates: 
○ It was just announced that the Legislature and Baker Administration will hold a 

virtual economic roundtable on October 7th to “discuss the economic impacts and 
fiscal implications of the COVID-19 pandemic.” MWA will update the committee 
after this roundtable, particularly as it relates to the FY21 budget. 

 
Comments - Public Input on the Development of a Federal Interagency Council on Economic 
Mobility 

● Tonja shared with the committee the request for information from the Council of 
Economic Mobility at HHS. The request for comments was passed along from Doreen 
Treacy and Teri Anderson with a request that MWA provide comments on behalf of its 
members. The Council on Economic Mobility is a new federal interagency effort. The 
Council seeks to create an accountable and effective structure for inter-agency 
collaboration and to use federal authorities to promote family-sustaining careers and 
economic mobility for low-income Americans. The Council just published a request for 
information (RFI) to gather feedback from all of its stakeholders. Sample questions from 
the RFI include: “What are your suggestions for how to make federal workforce and work 
support programs work better together in your state or community at this time and in the 
long-term?” and  “What do you think are the immediate barriers preventing federal 
workforce and work support programs from collaborating in your state or community? 
What are the long-term barriers?” Tonja asked the committee for examples of programs 
that have been successful or other partnerships with highlighting.  

○ One suggestion made by a committee member pertained to Innovation Pathways 
and its mandate to work with MassHire and local employers. 

● Next Steps: 
○ Tonja to share MWA’s draft comments and solicit feedback from committee 

members. We hope committee members will provide feedback and also offer other 
suggestions of local partnerships/programs that help promote economic mobility.  

 
MWA Public Policy Agenda 

● NSC Agenda for an Inclusive Economic Recovery - Tonja shared NSC’s new agenda for an 
inclusive economic recovery which includes a helpful framework and ideas as MWA begins 
to craft its own public policy agenda. 

● Tonja also outlined next steps for the committee in terms of crafting a workforce policy 
agenda for the next legislative session. 

● Next Steps: 
○ In October, MWA will share a public policy framework with the committee to solicit 

feedback and ideas. Tonja/Raija to also be available for 1 on 1 calls and check-ins as 
needed as this framework is developed.  
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